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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

L Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to non- 
statutory subject matter as follows. Claim 1 define " a computer program provide on one or more 
computer readable media" embodying functional descriptive material. However, the claim does 
not define a "computer-readable medium", or computer readable medium encoded with a 
computer program, such claimed computer programs do not define any structural and functional 
interrelationships between the computer program and other claimed elements of a computer. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-20, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Harple et al 
(U.S. patent 6,195,091) in view of Vining et al (U.S. patent 6,785,410). 

Regarding claim 1, Harple discloses a method for collaboratively handling an image data 
set, comprising the steps of (see abstract, computing collaborative); 
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initiating a collaborative session on an application server connected to a network (see 
abstract provide networking and collaborative computing functions and connected to conference 
engine via inter process control); 

joining one or more collaborative workstations on the network to the collaborative 
session, such that the one or more collaborative workstations and the application server comprise 
(Fig. 1, column 3, lines 5-16, collaborative computing system is installed in workstation and 
includes user interface module, user interface API, application library, a cell network); 

and providing one or more routines stored on the application server (column 5, lines 31- 
41, refer to store and display). 

However regarding claim 1, Harple discloses (column 6, lines 10-40, participating 
workstations, scanner and server), but does not explicitly state it's corresponding "the 
participating nodes (such as PACS), wherein the one or more routines are useful for at least one 
of processing and analyzing an image data set". On the other hand Vining in the same field of 
analysis of image data teaches (column 4, lines 16-38, the data from the PACS is stored in the 
examination image storage where it can be accessed via the computer console and display for 
analyzing the image). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Harple invention according to the teaching of Vining because it 
provides for quick tumaround of information to the user, and on-going tracking of previous 
finding for better accuracy and effective information, which can easily implemented in an 
imaging device such as tomography. 
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Regarding claim 2, Harple discloses the method as recited in claim 1, wherein the two or 
more of the participating nodes located at separate respective locations (column 5, line 66 
through colunrn 6, line 16, separate area for participating nodes). 

Regarding claim 4, Harple discloses the method as recited in claim 1, wherein the one or 
more collaborative workstations comprise thin clients (Fig. 1, column 3, lines 5-16, collaborative 
computing system is installed in workstation and includes user interface module, user interface 
API, application library, a cell network). 

. Regarding claim 5, Harple discloses the method as recited in claim 1, comprising the step 
of: providing audio communication between the two or more of the participating nodes via the 
network (column 6, lines 41-51, audio tool application). 

Regarding claim 6, Harple discloses the method as recited in claim 1, comprising the step 
of, processing the image data set at one or more of the participating nodes using the one or more 
provided routines (see claim 1, also column 6, lines 10-40, participating workstations, scanner 
and server). 

Regarding claim 7, Harple discloses the method as recited in claim 1, comprising the step 
of: analyzing one or more images generated from the image data set at one or more of the 
participating nodes using the one or more provided routines; and reviewing the analysis of the 
one or more images (see claiml, also column 6, lines 10-17, participating workstations for 
displaying and editing images, allows the user to analysis images in a real-time manner with the 
other members of conference session). 
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Regarding claim 8, Harple discloses the method as recited in. claim 1, comprising the step 
of: attaching a multimedia object to at least one of the image data set and an image derived from 
the image data set (Fig. 4, column 1 1, lines 42-55, Multimedia subsystem). 

Regarding claim 9, Harple discloses a computer program, provided on one or more . 
computer readable media, for providing a collaborative imaging system environment, 
comprising: a routine for initiating a collaborative session on an application server connected to a 
network, a routine for joining one or more collaborative workstations on the network to the 
collaborative session, such that the one or more collaborative workstations and the application 
server comprise participating nodes of the collaborative session (see claim 1, also column 5, lines 
31-41, computer system and software). 

Regarding claim 10, Harple discloses the computer program as recited in claim 9, wherein 
the one or more routines comprise at least one of a processing routine and a visualization routine 
(see claim 9, also column 6, lines 10-17, participating workstations, for displaying and editing 
images, allows the user to analysis images in a real-time manner with the other members of 
conference session). 

Regarding claim 12, Harple discloses the computer program as recited in claim 9, wherein 
the one or more collaborative workstations comprise thin clients (see claim 9, also Fig. 1, column 
3, lines 5-16, collaborative computing system is installed in workstation and includes user 
interface module, user interface API, application library, a cell network). 

Regarding claim 13, Harple discloses the computer program as recited in claim 9, fiirther 
comprising: a routine for providing audio communication between the two or more of the 
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participating nodes via the network (see claim 9, also column 6, lines 41-45, audio tool 
application). 

With regard to claims 3, 11, 14 and 15, the arguments analogous to those presented 
above for claims 1, 2, 4 and 5 are respectively applicable to claims 3, 1 1, 14 and 15. 

With regard to claims 16-20, the arguments analogous to those presented above for 
claims 1, 2, 4, 5 and 9 are respectively applicable to claims 16-20. 

Other prior art cited 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

(U.S. patent 7,047,235) to Yang is cited for method and apparatus for creating medical 
teaching files fi:om image archives. 

(U.S. patent 6,891,920) to Minyard et al is cited for automatic background processing 
mammography image data. 

(U.S. patent 7,026,121) to Wohlgemuth et al is cited for method and compositions for 
diagnosing and monitoring transplant rejection. 

(U.S. patent 6,772,335) to Curits et al is cited for multimedia coordination system. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Seyed Azarian whose telephone number is (571) 272-7443. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 6:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Bella, can be reached at (571) 272-7778. The fax phone nxmiber for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

hiformation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published application 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information about the PAIR system, see http:// pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have 
questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Seyed Azarian 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 2624 
April 4, 2006 ^ 




